owners are blameworthy because of an interest in high profits rather than in healthy workers. The American Medical Association in general and white Southern physicians in particular receive their share for a dogged determination to maintain segregated medicine and a tendency to ignore problems of occupational health. Censured, too, are black physicians, many of whom also had a vested interest in a continuation of segregated medicine.
The task of uniting these two, somewhat disparate, stories-the health of white millworkers and the health of black people-was no small challenge and Beardsley is to be commended for accomplishing it in surprisingly smooth fashion. The study is lavishly documented, rests in part on oral interviews, and contains numerous photographs, as well as a useful bibliographic essay. In short, this is an important book which joins other recent studies in exploring questions of the history of Southern health since the Civil War.
Kenneth Now, thanks to Michael Hunter and Annabel Gregory, an actual Abel Drugger, another star-struck tradesman, has stepped down from the boards in the person of Samuel Jeake, a merchant of Rye in Sussex. Jeake, however, was no bumpkin. He was instead an intellectually inclined Nonconformist and a highly skilled astrological adept, the author of unpublished treatises on astrology who avoided the sort of crude divination that Drugger (and Nancy Reagan) craved. His diary displays an outlook-an eclectic fusion of science, magic and religion-that still appealed to many intelligent men and women in the later seventeenth century, despite the decaying prestige of astrology in fashionable circles and the jibes of satirists. The bulk of this book is an edition of a long retrospective journal that Jeake compiled in 1694; appended to it is a fragment of a diary he kept in 1699, when he was in London, playing the stock market. Hunter and Gregory display impeccable editorial skills. The annotation is scrupulous and informative; books, people and significant events are briefly and precisely identified. They have also supplied a brilliant introduction, essential reading for historians of the period, and a series of appendices, mainly concerned with astrology, that greatly enhance the value of the book.
Medical historians will find Jeake's descriptions of his illnesses, the treatments he underwent to cure them, and his medical reading of special interest. As Hunter and Gregory observe, Jeake relates the course of the maladies he suffered with almost obsessive precision. Like many laymen of his time, he administered medicines himself, occasionally recording what he took and what effect they had on him. He was as well-informed about medicine as about astrology. He read both popular medical works and abstruse scientific treatises, including Harvey's description of the circulation of the blood. His diary therefore provides one of the fullest and most interesting pictures of illness, healing and lay medical knowledge in the seventeenth century. Jeake's astrological interests do not distort this picture; they add significantly to it. They were shared by many of Jeake's contemporaries, and they encouraged him to be a more exact clinical observer.
Finally, beyond the realm of medical history, Jeake's diary illuminates vividly the interplay of religion and magic (a theme skilfully analysed by the editors in the introduction), and it adds as well to our knowledge of contemporary commercial and financial practices, and of
